
 

 

 

January 8 – SHAPE – Heart / Passions  
 

Sermon Discussion:  
 

1. What stood out to you from the sermon this week? 

 

2. What are you passionate about? What topics or subjects do you care about that it 

seems others don’t?  

 

3. Who do I feel I can most profoundly influence for God? 

 

• What age range do I feel led to minister to? 

• What affinity group do I feel led to serve? 

• How could I impact them in a way that maximizes my gifts?  

 

4. Why is it important to pray for opportunities in addition to praying for God to act?  

 

5. In what way has God been tugging at your heart lately?  

 

6. Is there a certain type of person that its easier for you to have compassion on? Why?  

 

7. Read through the list of needs on the next page. What are the top two needs you love 

meeting? Why? What lessons have you learned about meeting those needs that you can 

pass on to others?  
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Physical Needs—People with physical needs appreciate practical expressions of love. Those 

who focus on meeting physical needs use their resources to make sure people in need have 

food, clothing, shelter, and other simple necessities. The spiritual gifts of giving, helps, healing, 

administration, hospitality, pastoring, and mercy are most often used to meet physical needs.  

 

Relational Needs — The focus here is on helping people develop authentic, Christ-centered 

relationships with others. Those who take an interest in meeting these needs find fulfillment in 

connecting people—helping them find and build satisfying relationships. Those who are drawn 

to meet such needs tend to use gifts of encouragement, wisdom, hospitality, mercy, 

discernment, and pastoring.  

 

Emotional Needs—Individuals who are hurting emotionally need reassurance to know who 

they are in Christ. People who feel gratified by meeting emotional needs tend to be interested 

in counseling, encouraging, and listening to others so that they can help those in pain go 

through their life situations with Christ. The gifts people use to meet these needs include 

encouragement, wisdom, mercy, discernment, and pastoring.  

 

Educational Needs—People drawn to minister in this area enjoy every- thing from helping 

people learn to showing them how to live life to its fullest. People who have a heart for 

meeting educational needs tend to enjoy teaching—using a variety of settings, teaching tools, 

and styles—to stimulate growth. Spiritual gifts expressed here are teaching, pastoring, 

knowledge, and prophecy.  

 

Vocational Needs—Whether young mothers or Fortune 500 executives, some individuals need 

help to maximize their personal or professional potential. People who love to meet these needs 

typically use their expertise to train, coach, and consult with others to overcome barriers and 

reach goals. The gifts expressed in meeting vocational needs are wisdom, leadership, teaching, 

encouragement, and discernment.  

 

 


