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December 1 - Luke 1:26-56 --- A Christmas Promise

Icebreaker:
What is your favorite Christmas carol?

Discussion Questions:

1. Introduction: The Thread of God's Story
a) The sermon began with the imagery of a child pulling on a thread from a sweater. How
does this analogy help illustrate the interconnectedness of the Christmas story with
God's larger plan?
b) Why is it important to understand Christmas as part of God's overarching story rather
than an isolated event?

2. The Good News

a) Gabriel's announcement to Mary shattered 400 years of silence. How do you think Mary
might have felt receiving such news in the midst of silence and oppression?

b) The angel described Jesus in verses 31-33 with titles such as Son of the Most High and
the One who would reign forever. How do these descriptions connect to Old Testament
prophecies about the Messiah?

¢) The sermon emphasized that the silence of God does not equal the abandonment of
God. Have you ever experienced a time of spiritual silence? How does this story
encourage you in those seasons?

3. The Good News of the Grace of It
a) Mary's song in verses 46-50 magnifies God for His grace and mercy. What can we learn
from her response to God's favor?
b) The sermon contrasted “microscope magnifying” and “telescope magnifying.” How does
Mary's song reflect a telescopic view of God's greatness?
¢) Mary was overwhelmed by the grace she received, recognizing that it wasn't earned.
Have you seen someone overwhelmed by grace before? What led to that in their life?



4. The Good News of the Ways of God

a)

b)

Q)

The sermon described how God chooses the humble and the lowly, like Mary, to
accomplish His purposes. How does this truth challenge cultural ideas about greatness
or success?

In what ways does Mary'’s experience and response in this story teach us about trusting
in God'’s ways, even when they seem impossible or costly?

God's ways often seem countercultural (e.g., lifting the humble and scattering the
proud). Can you think of other examples in Scripture or your life where God's ways were
surprising yet ultimately good?

5. Application: The Cost of the Good News

a)

b)

Q)

Mary’s willingness to embrace God's plan came with significant personal cost. What
might it look like for you to say, as Mary did, “Behold, | am the servant of the Lord; let it
be to me according to your word"?

The sermon highlighted that God's promises can often take time to unfold (e.g., 400
years of silence). How does this story encourage patience and faith in waiting for God'’s
promises?

Reflecting on the four seminal events of history (Creation, Incarnation,
Crucifixion/Resurrection, Second Coming), how does the Incarnation deepen your sense
of wonder at God's love and commitment to His people?

6. Closing Reflection

a)

b)

How can we cultivate the same sense of awe and gratitude Mary expressed when
reflecting on God'’s grace and mercy in our lives?

The sermon stressed the importance of seeing Christmas as more than sentimentality
but as the arrival of our Savior. How can this perspective shape how you celebrate
Christmas this year?

What's Happening in the Life of Legacy:

More details on these events can be found at lcc.org/whats-happening

All Campus

Advance the Kingdom: We have exciting news in the life of Legacy! We want everyone to go
"All In" on Project Advance. Learn more here: https://Icc.org/advance/

Blessing Tree: Nov. 24 — Dec 15.

Night of Prayer: Dec. 9 at 6:30 pm at your local campus.

Young Adult New Year’'s Eve Night of Worship: Dec 31, 8:00 pm — 12:00 am. OP Campus.
LSM Winter Retreat: Jan. 24 — 26. Youthfront West.

Women's Event - Rooted in God's Story: Feb. 7 — 8 at the Blue Valley Campus.
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