
 

 

 

 
 

August 14 – Concluding Wisdom 

Ecclesiastes 12 
 

Icebreaker Questions 

 
1. What’s something everyone should experience before age 30?  

 

2. What’s a wise decision you made early on in your life that has paid enormous 

dividends?  

 

Sermon Discussion Questions 
 

3. Read Ecclesiastes 12:1-14. How does it feel reading these verses in Ecclesiastes 12? Is 

it depressing? Hopeful? Encouraging? Sobering? Why?  

 

4. Verse 8 leaves off where the book began (1:2): Vanity of vanities, all is vanity. Here the 

author tells us that everything seems to be fleeting, so temporary. Are you surprised 

then that verses 9-14 tell you that it is not? How does verse 14 emphasize that 

everything matters in our fleeting lives? 

 

5. Restate verse 13 in your own words. How do you understand what is meant by the 

phrase, “Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man”? 

What thoughts or questions does this produce in your mind? 

 

6. It seems like Christians of all people ought to be able to freely talk about life and 

death, and even the process of growing old and aging. After all, the Apostle Paul 

teaches that outwardly we are wasting away but inwardly we are being renewed day 



 

 

by day (2 Corinthians 4:16ff).  Have you found this to be the case in Christian 

community you’ve experienced?  How could we as a community of faith grow in 

speaking about this topic? In helping one another process the fears and anxieties that 

might accompany this topic?  

 

7. How does the concept of the fear of God determine your attitudes and actions?  

 

8. How will you live your life differently in anticipation of Jesus’ return and the 

knowledge that what we do in this life can affect and influence eternity? 

 

9. As we close out the book of Ecclesiastes, how has this study affected you? What is the 

role of the book of Ecclesiastes in growing in Christ? How would you describe / 

summarize this book’s usefulness for Christians?  

 

 


